SAINT LUCIA

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Summit Implementation Report related to the mandates given by the Third Summit of the Americas and the Monterrey Summit

Introduction

Saint Lucia is committed to the Summit of the Americas Process and recognizes the value of that Process in the future development of the region.  In keeping with that commitment, the following highlight Saint Lucia’s achievements in the implementation of the mandates emanating out of the Third Summit of the Americas and the Monterrey Summit.

Making Democracy Work Better

Electoral Processes and Procedures

Currently, a House-to-House Enumeration of Voters programme is being undertaken with a view to creating a more accurate Voter Register.  Additionally, a new identification card system is being implemented which will incorporate technological and security features.   Officers of the Electoral Office have also benefited from training in computer operations at various levels, to provide them with the necessary skills for the proper registration of voters.

Transparency and Good Governance
Saint Lucia is committed to the practice of good governance and to ensuring the protection of Civil/Constitutional Rights.

The Constitutional Review Commission was established with the mandate to review the Constitution of Saint Lucia.  The Commission comprises government appointed persons, members of the opposition and non-governmental organisations.  The work of the Commission includes identifying the strengths and weaknesses of the Constitution and making recommendations for reform.  This work also includes consultations with the general public.  

The members of the public have a means of redress for complaints against officers of the Public Service and statutory bodies through the Office of the Ombudsman. The Office of the Ombudsman has launched a successful public awarness exercise aimed at informing the public of its role and functions.

Weekly press conferences are held by the Prime Minister with both private and public media houses for the purpose of informing on government decisions. In addition the Prime Minister hosts a weekly radio programme “Conversations with the Nation” during which he informs of issues of critical importance.  The nation is also kept informed of government business by the Government Information Service (GIS) which produces several radio and television programmes in both English and the local dialect, Creole. These programmes are broadcast through both public and privately owned media houses.

Fight Against Corruption

The Integrity Commission, established under the Constitution of Saint Lucia, is charged with examining the financial affairs of persons holding specified positions in public life for the purpose of establishing probity, integrity and accountability in public life and related matters.  The Commission receives and examines all declarations of assets, liabilities and income from public officials and makes inquiries as deemed necessary in order to verify or determine the accuracy of declarations filed.

Empowering Local Government

The central government, together with local government authorities, is currently involved in a process of local government reform with a view to implementing an effective decentralized system of local governance.  A White Paper on Local Government Reform has been approved by the Cabinet of Ministers.  Additionally, the management of a number of public facilities and parks has been transferred to the local councils.  

Justice, Rule of Law and Security of the Individual

Access to Justice

Several programmes have been instituted or are underway with a view to ensuring prompt access to justice.  The programmes have addressed both administrative and structural measures which have greatly improved the quality and efficiency of services to the public. The High Court building has been refurbished and space has been provided for Chamber facilities, a Conference room for Alternative Dispute Resolution (Mediation) and office space for new positions of Court Administrator, Systems Administrator and Case Management Team Members. 

A Court Reporting Unit has also been established.  The introduction of audio equipment together with qualified staff has resulted in improvements in transcript accuracy, reduction in transcript preparation time and a significant reduction in trial time.

A new Criminal Division has been created which results in year-round High Court Criminal Sittings.  Previously the Criminal Assizes sat three times a year averaging two and a half months per sitting.

These improvements coupled with the computerisation of the court records have resulted in the effective management and speedy hearing of cases.

Combating the Drug Problem

With assistance from the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) and the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) various measures are being undertaken to combat the use and trafficking of illegal drugs.  Saint Lucia has successfully implemented its Anti-Drug Strategy which includes such activities as educational exercises in schools, workshops for inmates at the country’s correctional facility, and school surveys aimed at identifying critical areas.  A general education exercise with a view to establishing a policy on dealing with drug abuse in the workplace is presently being undertaken. Attention is also being focused on the abuses of chemical and pharmaceutical substances.  A Drug Inspectorate has been established to deal with these issues.  The Money Laundering Prevention Act and the Financial Investigation Authority investigate money laundering.

Prevention of Violence

The Government of Saint Lucia through the Constitution is committed to the protection of life, liberty and security of the person.  In this regard, efforts being undertaken to prevent violence encompass not only the preventative aspects, but also address other issues such as the rehabilitation of offenders and juvenile delinquency.

A new Correctional Facility has been built and a Correctional Services Act has been passed.  The government is making concerted efforts in the area of rehabilitation as a way to limit the cases of repeat offenders.  Various outreach programmes as a means to aid in the smooth transition of inmates back into the community are on-going.  Inmates have the opportunity to get involved in various farming and carpentry activities.  Additionally, an effective adult literacy programme is also underway which provides training for inmates who would then be used as trainers to teach other inmates both in Creole and English.

A ‘Scared-Straight’ programme has also been initiated.  This programme facilitates visits by secondary and primary school students to the correctional facility in order to get a first-hand look at ‘Life In Prison’, and as a means to serve as a deterrent to criminal activities.  This programme has proven very successful as a number of community groups are requesting such visits for the youth within their communities.

With regard to juvenile delinquency, the law enforcement authorities conducted workshops for the Boys’ Training Centre, the detention centre for male juvenile delinquents.  These workshops resulted in the drafting of an Operational Manual for the Centre.  A review of the current legislation governing the Centre is also being undertaken.  A committee was established to conduct a comprehensive review of services for juvenile delinquent girls, and has submitted a proposal for the establishment of a Juvenile Centre for Delinquent Girls.

Disaster Management

Saint Lucia, like its other Caribbean neighbours, is extremely vulnerable to the ravages of natural disasters.  Disaster management, therefore, plays a critical role in the national agenda.  

Currently, the country is focusing on implementing its National Emergency Response Plan which takes into account the various aspects of natural and man-made disasters.  Training is also a very important part of the disaster plan and during the last year, over nine hundred persons have been trained in various aspects of disaster management.

Agricultural Management and Rural Development

The World Trade Organization (WTO) ruling in favour of the removal of the historical preferential treatment on bananas has had serious negative impacts on the agricultural and rural sectors of Saint Lucia.  This has resulted in a decline in the banana industry; the displacement of hundreds of banana farmers, repercussions of which are felt throughout the country.  Saint Lucia has had to embark on various initiatives to diversify its agricultural product.  Training plays a key role in this diversification exercise and has to be an on-going process.  Training is being provided for farmers, cottage level processors and exporters in the areas of post harvest handling, good agricultural practices, enterprise management, business development, chemical use and safety, and other technical areas which impact on food quality, safety and availability.  Agri-business training is also being provided to exporters, processors, farmers, farmers organisations and fishers.  Various informative and educational programmes are aired weekly and monthly, both in English and Creole, in an effort to sensitise stakeholders to the critical areas of focus.

Additionally, food promotion activities have been organized with farmers at various national and international events, to increase awareness of the diversity of locally produced agricultural products.  Trade missions to other parts of the region are also being undertaken by both private and public sector entities, in an effort to develop export markets for agricultural commodities.

Labour and Employment

Saint Lucia has ratified all fundamental International Labour Organisation (ILO) Conventions.  In April 2003 Saint Lucia established an Industrial Relations Tribunal.  The Office of the Attorney General is presently reviewing a Draft Labour Code for Saint Lucia.

Health

Mindful of the importance of a healthy population to the sustainable development of the country, the government has embarked on an extensive reform of the health sector which will address improvements to both the infrastructure and the quality of service provided.  

Assistance has been received from the government of the People’s Republic of China, for the construction of a new mental health facility which will begin in November 2005.  A revision of the Mental Health Policy and a Human Resource and Training Plan is also being undertaken.  The new mental health service, when completely reformed will assist greatly in providing a comprehensive service comprising acute, rehabilitative and community care.   

In order to improve the capacity of the country to deliver better hospital care, plans are also underway for the construction of a new national hospital.  With assistance from the European Union (EU), construction of the new national hospital is expected to begin during the first quarter of 2006.  

With regard to HIV/AIDS, Saint Lucia has made substantial progress in fighting the disease.  A National Strategic Plan that focuses on prevention, treatment, care and advocacy is currently underway.  The Ministry of Health has embarked on a Pre-natal HIV Prevention Programme as well as a programme where affected persons are provided with free anti-retroviral drugs.

Through the efforts of the Aids Action Foundation and the private sector a host of public awareness campaigns have been organized.  Free anti-retroviral drugs and condoms are also available through this initiative.
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